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EDITORIALS

Preserving Home Rule

Writing in the July issue of the “Tax Digest,” official
publication of the California Taxpayers' Assn., Superior
Court Judge Leon T, David urges less centralization of
government and the return of local “home rule” to the
people,

“Underlying home rule,” Judge David said, “is the
premise that democracy does not exist to unite us in our
common enterprises, and to make conformily a common
enterprise; but that, so far as possible, the people at every
level should enjoy their differences — their differences in
culture, in community objectives, in standard of living.
Self-determination should be exercised at every level, and
the officials to give effect to the community consensus
should be as close to the people as possible, ahd immediate-
ly responsible to them.”

Judge David’s published remarks in the face of ever-
increasing emphasis on the supergovernments of county,
state and federal jurisdictions are appropriately made.

The fight for “home rule” is being waged right here
in our own community with the formation of a committee
of cities who are banding their councils into a fact-finding
group to find ways and means to combat the growing
hunger of the supergovernments for control of the com-
munity.

The committee now being formed is organizing under
the chairmanship of Torrance Councilman J. A. Beasley,
and has been backed by members of the city councils of
most Torrance Area, South Bay, and Centinela cities.

They plan to look into such matters as city-county
relations, regional planning, transportation, and other areas
of government where city leaders feel the “home rule”
principle of America is being subverted.

Goal of the committee will be to present facts and
information to the membership and will not make de-
cisions binding on the member cities.

The HERALD believes such an organization will serve
a good purpose if it, in itself, doesn't come to represent
another form of supergovernment,

There is still no substitute for letting each community
work out its own problems and set its own policies. And
there is nothing like having elected officials on hand and
responsible to their neighbors for the actions.
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This situation exists because
the flea eggs drop off the ani-
mal as soon as they are laid
and are mixed either with the
dirt outside the house or the
dugst within it. There they stay,
indiscernible from the dirt and
dust that encrusts them, until
the adult fleas emerge from
the pupae about 3 weeks later.
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WHEN MATURITY is reach-
ed, some of these fleas may

Then spray or dust the yard,
not forgetting the area under
the house. Small children
should not be allowed to play
on any of these surfaces for 24
hours after the insecticide is
used,
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Somewhere around 15 per cent of all personal income
in the nation is paid out for nonwork. That includes social
security payments, life insurance, private pensions, interest
and rent, and various playments under federal, state, and
local programs.

Not working obvlously has become big business in the
United States. And it seems destined to get bigger still.—
Hagerstown (Md.) Morning Herald.
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Fellows who drive with one hand are usually headed
for a church aisle. Some will walk down it , , . others will be
carried. — West Branch (lowa) Times.
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We realize thét a big country cannot be run by a small
government , , , you can’t operate an automobile factory
with a sewing'machine motor . . . But big business is not,
and never was an excuse for inefficient, wasteful spending.
You have a right to demand that every dollar of the money
of the taxpayers be well spent and accounted for accurately
and to -demand that dollars intended to be spent unneces-
sarily be left in the pockets of you and me and the rest of
us. — Post Huron (Mich.) Times-Herald,
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It was once a pitiful thing, with some connotations of
shame and disgrace, for a person to fall upon such evil days
that one sought public aid . . . But in this day of wholesale
government aid to all classes of persons, there is neither
shame nor disgrace. Instead, it is becoming the accepted,
if not the popular, thing to do. — Rich Square (N.C.) The
Times-News.
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The public is getting fed up with local drives for funds
for one thing and another—all good causes, which United
Funds (Community Chest) was supposed to eliminate, Now
it is reported that 7000 workers are active in soliciting
funds in this area for a charitable project in California.
Where's it going to stop? — Overland Park (Kans.) Johnson
County Herald.
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If the federal government enters into our public school
program with financial aid and we accept it, sooner or later
our public school system will be dead; it'll be a new system
controlled from Washington, We'll dccept the money with
“no strings” and after a few years, after we've forgotten
how to provide for ourselves, we'll suddenly find the strings
coming hot and fast, — Abbeville (S.C.) Press and Banner.
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i REACHING OUT!

During the coffee break at
a recent conference on the
Psychological and Sociologi-
cal I mplications for Demo-
cratic Administration of an
Enriched Program of In-Serv-
ice Training we ran into an
old friend, that outstanding
administrator, Dr. Gobble D.
Gook. We thought the Doc-
tor, who represents a large
state department of educa-
tion, looked a little peaked.

“How goes it with you,
Doctor?” we asked.
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“A little tired at the mo-
ment, my boy,” he replied, in
a voice somewhat devoid of
its usual rich fruitiness. “It's
the heavy schedule of confer-
ences lately, I guess — my
fifth in two weeks. But I'm
not complaining. They all
contribute to our profession-
al growth, what? Help us to
live up to our potential. In-
valuable in providing insight-
ful experiences, eh?”

“Anything interesting going
on in the schools in your
state?”” we asked.
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“Glad you asked me that.”
The Doctor perked up a bit
but he still sounded weary
and seemed preoccupied. “I
am proud to say that several
school systems in my state
seem at last to be achieving
the breakthrough in definitiz-
ing a vibrant, dynamic, en-
riched program which pro-
vides for the needs, interests
and abilities of all the chil-
dren in the on-going process
of democrntlc enculturation
which .,

“Glad to hear it, Doctor,”
we broke in quickly, “Is there
anything of which you are
particularly proud? How
agout programs for the gift-
ed?”

b

“In this area, my boy, I can
sincerely report that we have
been working on the very
frontier of experimentation,
Our curriculum coordinators
and our guidance diagnosti-
cians have been seeking out
those fortunate deviates in
our school system who can
profit, ability-wise, from an
accelerated, enriched, mean-
ingful program.”

And how about the less
bright? Whal are you doing
for them?"
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“You are referring, I pre-
sume,” said the Doctor in
tones of mounting exhaus.
tion, “to that vast group
which includes the low
achievers, those working be-
low their potential, the cul-
turally deprived, the physi-
cally handicapped, the visu.
ally handicapped, the disad-
vantaged, those who have
failed to develop behavidrs
indicative of growth toward
orientation and integration."
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“Something of the sort”
we interrupted, But the Doc.
tor went right on and we no.
ticed there was an unreal,
sing:song quality in his voice
now and a look of abstraction
in his eye,
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THE SQUIRREL CAGE

by Reid Bundy

Southland Sharpening Swords
For Fight With Cow Counties

There has been a lot of
yakkity -yak about reappor-
tionment of the state to even
up the senate representation
a little bit between north and
south, and to lessen the
stranglehold the so-called

Yicow county” senators have
over legislation in the state.

Southern California offi-
cials have bemoaned the situ-
ation for years— some have
even threatened to form a
new state.

Less drastic is Supervisor
Frank Bonelli, who has offer-
ed a reapportionment plan
and asked Southland cities to
get behind the move.
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His request sounded fine
to many city councils
throughout the area, but it
didn’t sound so good to direc-
tors of the League of Califor-
nia Cities.

They want to wait until the
state water bond election is
over in November, 1960.
League officials feel a move
to deprive the northern sena-
tors of some of their power
would work against the water
campaign.
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Here, in essence, is Bon-
nelli’s plan:

Opinions of Others , Addled Pedaguese

parents, the underprivileged,
the rural handicapped child,
members of low-economy
groups from underdeveloped
areas, overdeveloped ainder-
achievers with high potential
for insightful achievement of
behavorial goals, partially-
cooked overachievers, poten-
tially pooped hover-areevers.”
* %

We glanced hastily at the
Doctor. His eyes were gfazed
and there was a faint note of
quiet hysteria in his voice.
We slipped softly away, leav-
ing him to chant on, while we
joined another old friend, the
director of In-Service Train-
ing in the Out-Patient De-
partment of State University.

(Reprunud from the CBE Bulle-
tn, issued monthly by the Council
Bor CB)aalo Educluon. Washington,
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“Short - term survival may
depend on the knowledge of
nuclear physicists and the
performance of supersonic
gircraft, but long-term survi-
val depends alone on the
character of man.”—Charles
A. Lindbergh.

“At no time in our history

“ has it been so important to

be good Americans first and
good doctors or bankers or
bakers second.”—Alfred Elli-
son.

Facts and

The executive vice presi-
dent of the Baton Rouge, La.,
Chamber of Commerce stated
some plain facts about the
fallacies and perils of federal

1. No county would have
more than five senators.

2. No county or group of
contiguous counties with a
population totaling less than
250,000 shall have more than
one senator,

3. No county or group of
contiguous counties with a
population of more than 250,
000, but less th'an 900,000
shall have more than two
senators.

4. Any gingle county with
a population in excess of
900,000 shall have three or
more senators.

The way Supervisor Bon-
elli's plan works out, Los An-
geles County would have 5
senators; San Diego, 3; San
Bernardino, Orange, Kern,
Riverside, Alameda, San
Francisco, and Fresno 2 each;
and Ventura, Santa Barbara,
San Luis Obispo, and Imper-
ial counties would have 1 sen-
ator each,
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Counties which would
share two senators include
Santa Clara, Stanislaus, and
San Joaquin; Sacramento, So-
lano, Napa, and Yolo; Contra
Costa, Marin, and Sonoma;
and San Mateo and Santa
Cruz.

County groupings sharing

. only one senator for each

group would include Butte,
Mendocino, Tehama, Lassen,
Glenn, and Plumas; Shasta,
Del Norte, Trinity, Modoc,
and Humboldt; Merced, Ma-
dera, Inyo, Tuolumne, Cala.
veras, Mariposa, and Mono;
Placer, Sutter, Yuba, Nevada,
Eldorado, Lake Colusa, Ama-
dor, Sierra, and Alpine; Mon-
terey and San Benito; and
Tulare and Kings.
% A N
Controversy over the state's
water problems and the Sen-
ate's refusal to place a pos-
sessory iriterest tax on de-
fense plants has been cited

LAW IN ACTION

We obey both federal and
state laws, for example, cov-
ering crimes.

The Supreme Court recent-
1y held that the same act may
violate either one or both
laws and the accused can be
prosecuted under both laws
without being placed in “dou-
ble jeopardy.”

Yet both kinds of law pro-
tect a citizen; and, the fed-
eral constitution protects him
from state Xaws which are un-
reasonable or oppressive, but
now and then one gets caught
between both kinds of law.

Recently a state court call-
ed in a witness to testify
about certain crimes; the wit-
ness “took the Fifth Amend-
ment,” saying that to answer

Facilities
government may control' that
which it subsidizes.

“Some may want to submit
to the socialization of Amer-
ica without a battle. Danged
if T am—How about you?”

as the trigger which set off
the demands for reapportion:
ment.

Maybe another way would
be the one hinted at by Coun-
cilman Willys Blount the oth-
er evening—a unicameral, or
oné-house—legislature, made
up of representatives on: a
population basis.

They have it in Nebraska,
and it apparently works quite
well,
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That giant of the retail
merchandising world, Sears,
Roebuck & Co., announced
this week that they had in-
vested a record $48,650,000
in newspaper advertising
space during the year ending
June 80. That amounted to
about $2,000,000 more than
the firm invested in the same
media for the previous year.
Store officials report they are
firm belieyers in the value of
newspaper advertising and
back it up with their budg-
ets. More than 950 daily and
weekly newspapers shared in
the expenditures, and during
the past year as in previous
years, the Torrance HERALD

¢

carried the Sears message to *

‘the Torrance area regularly.

*

Sign on a truck: }f all else
fails, follow directions.

5
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*“Na, Iittte boy, I am not
viding yonr beach ball!”

might incriminate him under
federal law. Since state laws
exempted him from prosecu-
tion in state courts if he tes-
tified, the court ordered him
to speak anyhow. The wit—
ness could:

(1) Be held in contempt of
the state court, and perhaps
go to jail if he didn’t answer;

(2) Be held to face perjuffy
charges if he lied; or

(3 Tell the truth and fan
federal prosecution, -
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The promise not to prosg-
cute in return for “singing”
binds only the promising gov-
ernment: The state cannot
bind the federal government,
nor vice versa.

More, one state might pros:
ecute a man on the testimony
he gave in @nother state. One
state’s immunity pledge docs
not bind another.

Some states do not forc¢
testimony if, in giving it, a
witness faces danger of pros-
ecution by another state or
the federal government,

NOTE: Callfurnm lawyers offer

this column 80 you may know about
our laws,

aid to education when he
said: “I predict that if the
people , ., of the nation ac-
cept any more so-called fed-
eral aid for operation of our
public sthool program we
will regret it to our dying
day,

“In the first place, the fed-
eral government can't give us
one thin dime they didn’t ex-
tract from us in the first
p!?lcc. So it certainly is no
gift,
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“Secondly, the federal gov-
ernment doesn't spend mon-
ey, domestically anyway, that
it doesn't control, For exam-
ple, at present we receive
federal aid in the field of
vocational agriculture and
home economics. And broth-
er, the federal government
calls the tune, whether it con-
cerns the course of study de-
manded, the qualification of
teachers, the hours worked,

the scope of teacher dutles,

or whatever,

“Some of the proponents of
federally subsidied public ed-
ucation deny any intention of
application of controls, Hog-
wash! Those gentlemen of
the Supreme Court have al-
ready ruled that thie federal
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